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San Francisco, 29 June 2008 — Once again, I 

was privileged to carry our nation’s flag 

in the 2008 Pride Parade. Joining me this 

year, was the newly elected Com-

mander of  Squadron 448, Sons of 

the American Legion, Morningstar 

Vancil. 

This year’s parade had a special 

air to it, primarily because of the 

many people who attended the cele-

brations to acknowledge the court 

ruling as to the unconstitutionality 

of the ban on same sex marriages. 

But the crowd was particularly spe-

cial. It was estimated that there were 

over 1,200,000 people lining the 

streets to watch the parade. Consid-

ering there are less than 800,000 

residents in all of San Francisco, I would 

say that was pretty descent.  

What was even more special was the 

reception they gave the veterans. One of 

our members, who was marching in the 

parade for the first time, said he was 

brought close to tears on several occa-

sions because of the cheers from the 

crowd as we passed by. The people of 

San Francisco have proven once again, 

contrary to those naysayers on the Right, 

that Post 448, and the people of San Fran-

cisco, are Patriotic, upstanding Americans 

who fully support our troops, if not the 

war.  

To all our veterans, to those serving in 

Afghanistan and Iraq, and to the Citizens 

of San Francisco who fully support the 

Troops; I say, ―Well done and thanks.‖ 
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Outpatient care at many VA facilities 

needs vast upgrade, officials say. 

13 June 2008, Washington - Women veterans 

aren't receiving the same quality of outpa-

tient care as men at many Department of 

Veterans Affairs' facilities, according to 

an agency review obtained exclusively by 

The Associated Press. 

 The review appears to validate the 

complaints of advocates and some mem-

bers of Congress who have said the health 

care system needs to focus more on 

women's health. 

Women make up about 5 percent of 

the VA's population, but that number is 

expected to nearly double in the next two 

years as more women return home from 

Iraq and Afghanistan and seek care. 

    The review of the quality of care at 

VA facilities, which was mandated by 

Congress, found that at about one-third of 

its facilities, the quality of outpatient care 

given to women wasn't as good as what 

was offered to men. 

    It said that the VA has made strides 

in improving care for women veterans, 

such as creating onsite mammography 

services and establishing women's clinics 

at most of its medical centers. It also said 

the VA is attempting to recruit clinicians 

with training in women's care and broad-

ening its approach to better address dis-

eases prevalent among women such as 

lung cancer. 

    However, it said that there were 

barriers that remained, such as the need to 

train more physicians in women's care 

and for more equipment to meet women's 

health needs. 

    "VHA is continuing to investigate 

the possibility of gender disparity in de-

(Continued on page 5) 
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Post 448 Color Guard marching in the Pride Day Parade. 
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ÎÎÎ Minutes for the Monthly Meeting of 19 June 2008 ÎÎÎ 

passed with one dissenting vote. 

§At this time, the Commander asked that 

the normal rules and business of the Post 

be suspended in order to conduct the 

Election of Officers A motion was made 

to this effect, seconded and passed. 

§The Commander then brought two non-

candidates and non-voting Squadron 

members to act as a Ballot Committee 

for the purpose of verifying voting mem-

bers and tabulating the ballots. After the 

Adjutant instructed the Committee as to 

its duties, the committee members then 

received the ballot box and retired to the 

anti-chamber to verify and tabulate the 

ballots. 

§The membership then restored the rules 

and the regular business continued. 

§A motion was made to accept the min-

utes for the last meeting as published in 

the June newsletter. The motion was 

seconded and passed.  

§There were no reports from any of the 

Vice Commanders, Judge Advocate, and 

Women’s Commnder. 

§Adjutant  Benfield was then introduced 

and advised that membership books were 

closed and the membership stands at 

The fight goes oné 
Join us 

American Legion Post 448 
 

415-431-1413  
or 

info@post448.org 
http://www.post448.org 

Resistance is not futile! 

§The General Membership Meeting of 19 

June 2008 was called to order by Com-

mander John Forrett at 1910 hrs.  

§The Commander called the membership 

to attention and the hand salute was ren-

dered as the Sergeant-At-Arms presented 

the Colors. 

§The POW/MIA chair was acknowl-

edged and the Legionnaires were lead in 

the Pledge of Allegiance. 

§The Commander turned the meeting 

over to the Post Chaplain Paul Goercke 

who conducted the Everlasting Post 

Ceremony for Korean War Veterans 

Frederick Schroeder and Damian Kel-

lum . 
§After the ceremony, Dick Manning 

asked why the building security guard 

entered the room during the Everlasting 

Post ceremony and twice made a head 

count of those present. The Commander 

indicated that the matter would be ad-

dressed latter in the meeting. 

§The Commander asked if there were 

any guests to be introduced. There being 

none, Commander Forrett introduced this 

month’s guest speaker, Quincy Yu, who 

spoke in support of the JROTC and 

asked that the post support the parents 

and students efforts to reinstate the 

JROTC Program in San Francisco high 

schools.  (See full report on page 4). The 

group also wanted the Post’s endorse-

ment of a news release. After the news 

release was read, a member rose to ob-

ject to the words ―sexual preference‖ in 

the second paragraph and asked that it be 

amended to read ―sexual orientation‖. It 

was agreed by the group that this would 

be done. Arch Wilson rose to report that 

the Post had indicated it’s support for the 

JROTC program in 2005. After further 

discussion a motion was made and sec-

onded that the Post re-affirm its 2005 

support for the JROTC and endorse the 

news release as amended. The motion 

passed with one dissenting vote.  

§ The Commander then asked, on behalf 

of the JROTC group, if they could have 

representatives at the Post’s Pride Week 

table to collect signatures on the petition 

mentioned in the news release. An objec-

tion was made as to the number and it 

was limited to two, and the Post was 

reminded that any JROTC representa-

tives had to be 18 years of age. It was so 

moved and seconded and the motion 

Account Balance 

Assets   

    Cash and Bank Accounts  

          Wells Fargo Checking Acct—9136 $1,297.11 

          Wells Fargo Savings Acct—4206 8.78 

          Wells Fargo CD—3957 (4.80%) 10,629.59 

          Wells Fargo CD—3965 (4.80%) 10,000.00 

          Wells Fargo CD—0778 (4.30%) 10,869.79 

     TOTAL Bank Accounts $32,805.27 

     TOTAL ASSETS $32,805.27 

Liabilities: Other Liabilities   

448  Legal Fund $12,426.00 

Commander Bus Fund 261.00 

Flag Fund 546.00 

Sal Fund 394.00 

Sunshine Fund 368.00 

Total Other Liabilities 13,995.00 

Overall Total $32,805.27 

POST FINANCIAL REPORT 
Post 448 Balance SheetðAs of 19 June 2008 

 
 

mailto:info@post448.org
http://www.post448.org/
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 255. The State Convention was being 

held in  Bakersfield, and although we 

have seven delegate slots, because of 

tight budgetary concerns no members 

from the Post proper would attend. There 

were several Post member who live in 

Palm Springs who have indicated that 

they would try to attend at least some of 

the sessions.  

§The Adjutant did indicate that we are 

now the second largest post in the 

county. 

§The membership report being con-

cluded, the Adjutant went on to give the 

Treasurer’s report as Acting Treasurer in 

the continued absence of   Finance Offi-

cer Puliatti. Adjutant Benfield has been 

tasked to do the form 990, Financial 

Statement of the Non-Profit,  for 2004, 

2005, 2006, and 2007. The Adjutant is 

working with the Franchise Tax Board 

on Spear Street. He indicated that these 

forms should be complete and filed on 

Wednesday and the Post corporation will 

be updated. He emphasized that all mon-

eys due for delinquent taxes has been 

paid. The hold up is the itemization of 

expenditures for the 2005 anniversary 

celebration.  

§There were problems with the checking 

account last month and we received an 

anonymous $1,000 loan to cover short 

term problems. One CD reached matur-

ity and the interest, in the amount of 

$840.00 was withdrawn to cover the 

checking account. The $10,000 principle 

was rolled over and reinvested in a CD. 

The current status of accounts is reported 

in detail on page 2 of this newsletter. Our 

total assets at this time are $32,805.27. 
§A motion was made at this time to ac-

cept the Treasure’s Report as given (and 

reported herein). The motion was sec-

onded and passed. 
§Three (4) recommendations were then 

made given the budgetary problems: 

1. That the sunshine Fund be sus-

pended. 

2. That Iraqi, Afghanistan, and 

Women Veterans no longer be given 

first year memberships free. 

3. That a moratorium on grants or 

donations to any organization be 

made. 

4. That members and guests be 

charged a minimum of $5.00 for any 

future dinners and other functions 

normally provided gratis. 
 

§One legionnaire objected to item 2, feel-

ing that those service members are being 

stiffed by the military as it is and we 

should add to their problems. The Com-

mander interjected that these fees would 

not be applied until after the Pride cele-

bration during which we usually are able 

to recruit as many as 20 new members. 

He also felt that one of the things that 

brings us together is the meals and free 

functions of the post. He did agree how-

ever that tighter restrictions needed to be 

applied to insure that delinquent free-

loaders were not taking advantage of the 

Post. Several other members rose to 

voice objection to one oR more of these 

recommendations. 

§It was then suggested  that these topics 

be tabled until the next General Meeting. 

A motion was made and seconded to this 

effect and the motion was passed.  

§Adjutant Benfield then discussed the 

finances for the Sisters’ Bingo conducted 

on the 18th of June in the Green Room, 

under the sponsorship of Post 448. These 

figures are only temporary and a full 

report will be issued at the next Officer’s 

Meeting and a summary of accounts 

given at the next General Meeting. Total 

expenditures for liquor, soft-drinks, ice, 

etc, was $499.75. Total income from the 

sale of beverages (both alcoholic and 

non-alcoholic) was $1,003.00, for a pre-

liminary take of $503.25. Again, these 

are only preliminary figures and we do 

not have a final accounting, given we are 

less than 24 hours from the event, but all 

indications are that the preliminary fig-

ure of $503.25 will rise. It was also re-

ported by the Commander that the Sis-

ters have promised a $1,000.00 donation 

for use by our Fort Miley ―Care Pack-

age‖ Project, scheduled for 29 Septem-

ber. A Total of 15 Post and Squadron 

members and non-members volunteered 

for this Project: 

John Forrett, Gary (from The Eagle), 

Mario Benfield, Arch Wilson, Bud 

Robbins, Dick Manning, Clint Rice, 

Al Aden, Robert Potter, Jimmy 

McConnell, Mike Yates, Patrick De-

lane, Ernie Gaudreau, Bill Helfert, 

Morningstar Vancil, Anders Winther. 

§The Chaplain was recognized and spoke 

briefly. 

§Arch Wilson spoke and has recently 

found out that according to building 

rules we are allowed candles at our din-

ners as long as they are enclosed in hur-

ricane lamps or jars whose tops are at 

least 2 inches above the flame.  

§Jimmy McConnell was recognized and 

asked that  all members be aware that no 

person other that members and guests are 

permitted to be in the meeting room 

while a meeting is in progress. If any 

unauthorized personnel are found in the 

meeting room, they should be asked to 

leave and then be reported to the Ser-

geant-At-Arms or the Commander. 

§Rubin Martinez, a U.S. Marine Corps 

veteran of the Persian Gulf, was intro-

duced as Post 448’s newest member. 

§The Commander advised that the Sis-

ters’ Bingo, held the previous night went 

well. He also mentioned that the Sisters 

were required to pay for two building 

staff people as well as payroll taxes. 

They both reported that the Bingo night 

was conducted in a very professional 

manner. No rules were broken. Sister 

Barbi thanked the post and has said that 

next month’s theme would be a ―Salute 

to the USO.‖ She also announced that as 

a special thanks, a check for $1,000 

would be made out to the Post for the use 

of our next Fort Miley ―Care Package‖ 

Project, scheduled for the end of Septem-

ber.  

§Commander Forrett announced that the 

waiting line would be placed at the oppo-

site hallway, so they would have to go by 

our bar and soft drink stand.  

§The adjutant then announced the needs 

for Pride Day and asked that volunteers 

for the gate and booth, and gave the Post 

its marching orders for the Pride Day 

Parade.  Members were reminded that 

the more at the gate the larger share we 

would receive. 

§At this point, the Post Historian, Dick 

Manning, asked for the floor and pointed 

out that on 16 June, when the marriage 

ceremonies were being held at City Hall, 

our Adjutant, Tony Benfield, had the 

foresight to bring the American Legion 

Post Flag to the ceremonies to be seen by 

all present and many more through press 

and TV coverage. 

§The JROTC were invited to march with 

the Post during the Pride Parade. 

§The Commander relinquished his chair 

to the Election Committee. 

The following were elected by the 

membership officer posts: 
John Forrett, Commander 

Nina Kaiser, Women’s Commander 

Dick Manning, 1st Vice Commander 

Bill Watson, 2nd Vice Commander 

Anders Winther, 3rd Vice Commander 

Mario Benfield, Adjutant 

Arch Wilson, Judge Advocate 

Paul Goercke, Chaplain 

Rod Bagardino, Historian 

(Continued on page 6) 
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Editorial 
  
Getting Back To Basics  

  
Views expressed in the editorial are solely those of the writer and 

are not necessarily the views or opinions of the officers or members 

of Post 448. 

  

This month, I’d like to remind all our 

Legionnaires and friends, and in particu-

lar the District and National officers of 

our purpose in organizing into American 

Legion Posts. The truths and purpose of 

our comradeship is contained in the Pre-

amble to the Legion’s Constitution. 

 
FOR GOD AND COUNTRY WE ASSOCIATE 
OURSELVES TOGETHER FOR THE FOL-
LOWING PURPOSES: 
 
To uphold and defend the Constitution of 
the United States of America; to maintain 
law and order; to foster and perpetuate a 
one hundred percent Americanism; to pre-
serve the memories and incidents of our 
association in the Great Wars; to inculcate a 
sense of individual obligation to the com-
munity, state, and nation; to combat the 
autocracy of both the classes and the 
masses; to make right the master of might; 
to promote peace and goodwill on earth; to 
safeguard and transmit to posterity the prin-
ciples of justice, freedom and democracy; to 
consecrate and sanctify our comradeship 
by our devotion to mutual helpfulness. 
 

I’m not going to get into where the 

local, state, and national organizations 

have or have not failed to live up to their 

obligations as Legionnaires, but it would 

behoove those powers that be in the Le-

gion to read out loud this most precious 

preamble. It was very similar empathies 

which governed our founding Fathers, 

particularly the line which reads, ―to 

make right the master of might.‖ 

Our Founding Fathers knew that it 

was not enough to have a majority in or-

der to pass laws. It was one reason they 

required a two-thirds majority to adopt 

the Constitution and a two-thirds majority 

to change the Constitution. They under-

stood that with a two-thirds majority only 

right thinking men could change our basic 

laws. It also means that no individual or 

group of individuals could change the 

basic laws of the land or suspend any of 

the rights of the people as guaranteed 

under the Constitution, without the assent 

of two-thirds of the representatives of the 

people. That is what makes a strong de-

mocracy. That is what makes America! 

Perhaps our leaders should be re-

quired to read the Preamble before mak-

ing any pronouncements. 
—  Ernest Gaudreau 

 Assistant Editor 

ACLU  

 

May 30, 2008 - New York, NY – Providing 

more evidence of the illegitimacy of the 

Bush administration’s fundamentally 

flawed military commission system, the 

Pentagon abruptly dismissed judge Army 

Col. Peter Brownback without explana-

tion late yesterday from the case of Omar 

Khadr, a Canadian detainee. According to 

Khadr's lawyer, Navy Lt. Cmdr. William 

Kuebler, the timing of the judge’s re-

moval was suspicious because Brown-

back had recently threatened to suspend 

the case if prosecutors refused to hand 

over important records about Khadr's 

confinement to the defense lawyers. Just 

last week, the Supreme Court of Canada 

ruled that the legal system under which 

Khadr was detained and prosecuted at 

Guantánamo violated international law. 

The following can be attributed to 

Jamil Dakwar, Director of the American 

Civil Liberties Union Human Rights Pro-

gram: 

"While this decision is not surprising, 

it once again demonstrates the inherent 

flaws in a system that lacks impartiality 

and is subject to political influence. The 

message of the Pentagon’s decision seems 

to be that it is unwilling to let judges ex-

ercise independence if it means a ruling 

against the government. This decision 

comes just days before arraignments in 

the cases of Khalid Sheikh Mohammed 

and four other detainees which their mili-

tary defense lawyers have already 

charged were timed based on political 

considerations. American justice will be 

better served if these military commis-

sions are abandoned altogether, and 

Guantánamo detainees are prosecuted in a 

real court – be it a federal criminal court 

or a traditional military court." 

The ACLU, in partnership with the 

National Association of Criminal Defense 

Lawyers (NACDL), has offered to repre-

sent Khalid Sheikh Mohammed and the 

four other detainees who are scheduled to 

be arraigned on June 5, as part of the John 

Adams Project, which has been created to 

provide legal teams to represent 

Guantánamo detainees. 

 

http://www.veteransforcommonsense.org/

ArticleID/10252 
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Abrupt Dismissal of Judge Is More 
Evidence Of Military Commissions' 
Illegitimacy 

San Francisco JROTC Program 
asks Post 448 for Their Support 

Parents and supporters of the San 

Francisco JROTC Program appeared at 

the 19 June membership meeting to ask 

Post 448 for its support of the program in 

their fight against the misguided actions 

of the San Francisco School Board in 

their efforts to close the program. After 

the presentation and discussion by the 

membership, the following news release 

was agreed upon:  

 

LGBT Veterans Announce Support for  

San Francisco JROTC Program 

 

San Francisco CA, 19 June 2008 — Alexander 

Hamilton Post, the San Francisco Lesbian 

Gay Bisexual Transgender Veteran’s 

Group, announced their full support for 

the San Francisco JROTC program. It has 

become necessary for our group to pub-

licly support the JROTC program because 

we feel the information put out by the 

School Board regarding discrimination 

against the LGBT community is mislead-

ing and blatantly untrue. Unfortunately, 

this misinformation is spreading and we 

feel it necessary to set the record straight. 

The school board has repeatedly used 

discrimination against our LGBT commu-

nity as reason to eliminate the JROTC 

program. The truth is, San Francisco 

JROTC program does not discriminate 

based on gender, race, or sexual orienta-

tion. For the School Board to use our 

LGBT Community and the challenges we 

have faced, in civilian life and in service 

to our country, to further their political 

agenda is unconscionable. The School 

Board’s fight against the JROTC is one of 

politics from which the students and their  

families will be the ones to pay the price. 

We are now starting our volunteer 

program to gather signatures for the 

Choice for Students petition drive. We 

feel it necessary to send a message to the 

School Board that the LGBT Veterans of 

San Francisco support the JROTC and the 

1600+ students and their families who are 

fighting to keep their program alive.  

The Alexander Hamilton Post 448 of 

the American Legion is the only post 

whose membership is predominantly Gay, 

Lesbian, Bisexual, and Transgendered. 

All of our Legionnaires are honorably 

discharged veterans who have success-

fully served in the United States Armed 

Forces during a period when our nation 

was in conflict as defined by the Depart-

http://www.aclu.org
http://www.veteransforcommonsense.org/ArticleID/10252
http://www.veteransforcommonsense.org/ArticleID/10252


 5 

July 2008 

VA Retreats on Voter Registration Efforts for 
Wounded Veterans 

By Steven Rosenfeld, AlterNet 

 

8 May 2008 — The Department of Veterans 

Affairs has retreated on a recently an-

nounced policy to allow voter registration 

drives at its facilities where veterans' 

groups and others would assist wounded 

former soldiers to participate in the 2008 

presidential election. 

"It is VHA (Veterans Health Admini-

stration) policy to assist patients who seek 

to exercise their right to register and vote; 

however, due to Hatch Act (Title 5 United 

States Code (U.S.C.) 7321-7326) require-

ments and to avoid disruptions to facility 

operations, voter registration drives are 

not permitted," the new policy directive 

by Michael J. Kussman, Under Secretary 

for Health said. 

The Hatch Act restricts political ac-

tivities by federal employees. 

The VA directive rolls back a new 

policy announced in late April where the 

agency agreed, after mounting public and 

political pressure, to assist wounded vet-

erans with registering to vote and voting 

for federal elections. While the VA still 

says it will help former soldiers on an as-

requested basis with registration and vot-

ing, curtailing voter registration drives 

brought swift condemnation from Capitol 

Hill and advocacy groups. 

"We believe that the earlier directive 

better addressed the need for a consistent 

voter registration policy for our veterans," 

Senators Dianne Feinstein (D-CA) and 

John Kerry (D-MA) said in a May 6 letter 

to VA Secretary James B. Peake. "While 

the changes made in the new directive 

seem small, the impact is large. It appears 

to us that the Department took one step 

forward for our veterans and the right to 

vote by directing that assistance be pro-

vided with voter registration and with 

securing absentee ballots, but then took a 

large step back by prohibiting voter regis-

tration drives." 

The Senators questioned the Hatch 

Act claims, saying the "Office of Special 

Counsel has made it clear that federal 

employees, even those who are consid-

ered to be in sensitive positions, may 

"assist in voter registration drives."" And 

they questioned how voter registration 

drives would disrupt VA activities. 

"We would appreciate knowing the 

type of disruptions the VA envisions 

might occur during voter registration 

drives by nonpartisan organizations, such 

as the League of Women Voters or veter-

ans' organizations, and why any potential 

disruption could not be addressed by less 

restrictive means," the said. 

The VA press office did not respond 

to several calls seeking a further explana-

tion of the new policy late Thursday after-

noon. 

Veterans' advocates were more than 

disappointed. 

"VA's decision, during wartime, to 

block voter registration for our hospital-

ized veterans is shameful, outrageous, and 

despicable," said Paul Sullivan, executive 

director of Veterans for Common Sense. 

"VCS finds it unconscionable that VA 

would reverse position and prohibit voter 

registration efforts for our wounded, in-

jured, ill, and disabled veterans in VA 

hospitals and nursing homes as more and 

more casualties flood home from the Iraq 

and Afghanistan wars." 

"This is voter suppression, pure and 

simple," said Scott Rafferty, a Washing-

ton, D.C.-based attorney who has been 

fighting the VA in court for several years 

to allow voter registration efforts at the 

VA campus in Menlo Park, California, 

near San Francisco. 

Rafferty said there was little doubt the 

decision to deny voter registration drives -

- because they were political -- was en 

extremely political decision. "They've 

been caught letting the Republican Party 

send paid campaign workers to register 

voters after they excluded nonpartisan 

volunteers from the same campus," he 

said. "They've been forced to admit under 

oath that they told the League of Women 

Voters that if they took a position on Iraq, 

they'd lose their access. The court told 

them they can't do that anymore, so they 

are going to ban all voter registration 

drives."  

Veterans for Common Sense's Sulli-

van made the same point. 

"America has entered a dark day in 

our history when President George W. 

Bush's Administration prevents veterans 

who are patients in a VA hospital from 

registering and voting behind a false 

claim of partisan politics," he said. "There 

is absolutely nothing partisan about as-

sisting veterans who defended our Consti-

tution with registering to vote." 

Sullivan said he hoped congressional 

(Continued on page 6) 

ment of Defense. Organized in 1984, we 

are recognized locally, statewide, and 

nationally for our activism pertaining to 

the welfare of all veterans and, especially, 

our efforts to end the present homophobic 

discrimination in the United States Mili-

tary. 

—————— 

 

After the presentation and reading of 

the news release, a discussion ensued as 

to the merits of the release and the 

JROTC Program. The membership asked 

that the wording in the second paragraph 

referencing ―sexual preference‖ be 

changed to ―sexual orientation‖. The 

membership was assured that the wording 

would be changed and that it was an error 

in the original text.  

It was also pointed out be Arch Wil-

son that the Post had already voted our 

support for the JROTC in 2005. The ques-

tion was then called that the Post reaffirm 

the 2005 vote and accept the news release 

as amended. The motion was seconded 

and passed with one dissenting vote. 

 

livery of care through research efforts 

aimed at further delineating the factors 

involved," the review said. 

    It noted that other studies have 

found better surgical outcomes and de-

creased mortality for women at VA hos-

pitals compared to women who receive 

care under the Medicare Advantage Pro-

gram or under private care. And, per-

formance of breast and cervical cancer 

screening exceeds that of commercial and 

some government plans. 

    But Dr. William E. Duncan, associ-

ate deputy undersecretary for health for 

quality and safety at the Department of 

Veterans Affairs, said any discrepancies 

in VA care were unacceptable and the 

agency is aggressively addressing the 

issue. 

    "We're striving to understand the 

reason for these health disparities and to 

eliminate differences in veterans health 

care based on personal characteristics," 

Duncan said. 

    Data was not available to compare 

the inpatient quality of care between men 

and women. 

    Overall, women make up about 14 

percent of the U.S. Armed Forces. Of the 

1.7 million troops who have deployed in 

support of the wars in Iraq and Afghani-

stan, more than 190,000 - or about 11 

percent - are women. 

(Continued from page 1) 
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* Volunteers are needed to man the 

Voter Registration drive at the VA Hos-

pital. If interested please contact Anders 

Winther or fill out the volunteer form on 

the Post website: http://www.post448.org/

volunteer.htm  

* Baseball tickets are still available for 

the 25 July 2008 game. It’s GLBT Night 

with the Giants and your ticket will in-

clude one adult beverage at the pre-game 

party. Contact Ernie at post-

news@post448.org to reserve your tick-

ets. See ad on back page of this newslet-

ter. 

*Mark Leno will be presenting Post 448 

with an award. Stay tuned for when, 

where, and why. Hey, they don’t tell me 

anything! I might as well be a White-

house Press Secretary!  

*Morningstar is in the Pink Magazine

(?). That’s all I have. She is also going to 

be in charge of monitor training (I assume 

for the Pride Parade on 29 June). 

*The first Sisters’ Bingo at the Veterans' 

War Memorial Building was a big suc-

cess, thanks to all the Post volunteers. 

Don’t forget to volunteer for subsequent 

Bingo Nights. We need volunteers to man 

the bar, coat check, soft drink sales,  

cleanup, etc. The last Bingo Night raised 

about $500 for the Post and there will be 

an additional $1,000 donated by the Sis-

ters for our Fort Miley Project in Sept. 

*There’s still plenty of time to sign up 

for the 2008 AIDS Walk which takes 

place on 20 July 2008. Post 448 has al-

ways been heavily involved in this project 

both as a post and on an individual basis. 

If you can do the walk, go to http://

www.aidswalk.net/sanfran/ for more in-

formation. If you can’t do the walk but 

would like to contribute, contact Tony 

Benfield for the Post walk or Jimmy 

McConnell, who for several years has run 

very successful individual walks. 

*Don’t forget, if you want your item 

placed in this column, send it to me at 

postnews@post448.org. I need all details. 

POST 

NOTES 

Support Our Troops!  

Join SLDN 

www.sldn.org 

 

Summer Pasta Salad 

 

1 lb Penne Pasta 

1 C. Stuffed green olives 

1 C. Black olives 

1 C. Chopped red onion 

8 oz. Zesty Italian Dressing 

 

1. Cook pasta according to direc-

tions on box. Rinse in cold water 

to stop cooking and drain well. 

2. Combine all ingredients and toss 

well with dressing.  

3. Chill for 2 hours. 

 

Can be served with baked chicken. Enjoy. 

From the Chefsõ Corner  

— by Al Aden, Dick Manning, and Clint Rice pressure could prompt the VA to recon-

sider the voter registration drive policy. 

Meanwhile, Rafferty said the VA's new-

est directive would inject new issues into 

the ongoing litigation surrounding voter 

registration at the agency's Menlo Park 

campus. 

"We'll ask the Ninth Circuit to make 

the VA offer every veteran a chance to 

register when they first come to the VA," 

he said. "The First Amendment applies to 

VA campuses, so we also want a set of 

rules that lets visitors talk politics to the 

same extent that can talk about the 

weather -- without the threat of six 

months in jail if they are overheard."  

Michael Slater, deputy director of 

Project Vote, which is organizing regis-

tration drives in some two dozen states 

this summer, also said there was little 

doubt the decision was driven by the 

prospect of wounded veterans voting 

against the administration's current war 

policies. 

"This is yet another action from the 

Bush administration that imposes barriers 

to registration and voting in front of 

Americans they don't trust to vote for 

their preferred candidates," he said 

"Government, regardless of what party 

controls it, has a monopoly over the 

mechanisms of registration and voting 

and they hold that responsibility in trust 

for the public. The Bush administration 

has repeatedly allowed their political in-

terests to trump their obligations to the 

public and now, it seems, veterans are the 

latest victims."  

 
Steven Rosenfeld is a senior fellow at Alternet.org and co-

author of "What Happened in Ohio: A Documentary Record of Theft 

and Fraud in the 2004 Election," with Bob Fitrakis and Harvey 

Wasserman (The New Press, 2006).  

© 2008 Independent Media Institute. All rights reserved. 

View this story online at: http://www.alternet.org/story/84871/ 
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(Continued from page 5) 

Rene Puliatti, Finance Officer 

Jimmy McConnell, Sergeant-At-Arms  

Robert Potter, Service Officer 

Bud Robbins, Scribe Emeritus 

Arch Wilson, Delegate VWMC 

John Forrett, Alt Delegate VWMC 

Sam Thal, Post Doctor 

Morningstar Vancil, Squad. Cmdr. 

Dale Pellegrino, 1st VC 

George Gomez, 2nd VC 

§The Commander asked for a motion to 

accept the report of the Election Com-

mittee. A motion was made and sec-

onded and the motion passed by accla-

mation.  

§A presentation was made by Dick Man-

ning to sponsor the sax group. The head 

of the group presented his group of nine,  

San Fransaxco (sic). A motion was made 

to  find space for the group and it was 

seconded. It was pointed out that all 

members of the band would either be 

members of the Post or members of the 

Association. The motion passed and a 

second motion was seconded and passed 

to require all band members to be either 

Post members or associate members. 

§The Lions have asked the Post to cook 

at their 13 July function. Tony asked for 

volunteers. A motion was made for an 

advance of $200 which would be reim-

bursed by the Lions. Motion seconded 

and passed. 

§A discussion ensued concerning coat 

checks for the Bingo night and the Com-

(Continued from page 3) 

(Continued on page 7) 
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SUPPORT OUR FRIENDS AT COLE HARDWARE! 
Shop at any Cole Hardware store  and mention that you heard about them from Alexander Hamilton Post 448 or men-

tion account number 411. At the end of the year, we will receive a donation for all of the referrals.  So tell all of your 

friends and family.  If you are visiting SF, they have souvenirs too!!!  Thanks for your support!!! 

Cole Hardware 
956 COLE STREET 

San Francisco, CA 94117 

415-753-2653 

Fax: 415-753-0957  

M-F 7 am to 7:30 pm              

weekends 8 to 7  

Cole Hardware 
3317 MISSION STREET   

San Francisco, CA 94110 

415-674-8913 

Fax: 415-647-6554  

M-F 8 am to 7:30 pm  

weekends 8 to 7  

Cole Fox Hardware 
70 - 4TH STREET  
San Francisco, CA 94103 

415-777-4400   

Fax: 415-777-4453     

M-F 8 am to 7:30 pm 

weekends 9 to 5:30                   

 

Cole Hardware 
2254 POLK STREET  
San Francisco, CA 94109 

415-647-8700       

Fax: 415-674-8917 

M-F 8 am to 8 pm 

weekends 9 to 7  

Post 448  

2008 

Calendar  

Do you have comments about articles or 
news reported in the Intelligencer? Do you have 

an idea for an article or would like to submit an 

article you want considered for publication in 
the Post 448 Newsletter? 

 

Send your PDF or Word docs to: 
 

postnews@post448.org 
 

Deadline for publication in the next 

newsletter is the 25th of each month. The Post 

has the right to refuse publication of any article 
without explanation. 

Unless otherwise copyrighted or agreed 

upon, all contributions become the property of 
American Legion Post 448. 

Due to limited space, obituaries and 

memorial notices will be printed on a 

space available basis for members in good 

standing only.  

NOTICE 

IMPORTANT 
Email address changes 

 

Effective immediately, all Ya-

hoo.com email addresses have been dis-

continued. The following email ad-

dresses are now in effect and will be 

added to as needed: 

Adjutant adjutant@post448.org 

Commander commander@post448.org 

General  Info info@post448.org 

Judge Advocate judge@post448.org 

Newsletter postnews@post448.org 

Web Designer webmaster@post448.org 

JUL 5    Officers’ Meeting 1200 hrs, Room 104, Veterans' War Memorial Building  

17 Post Meeting 1900 hrs, Room 202, Veterans' War Memorial Building  

25 LGBT Night with the Giants. We have 26 tickets for this game! 

AUG 2  Officers’ Meeting 1200 hrs, Room 104, Veterans' War Memorial Building  

21 Post Meeting 1800 hrs, Room 202, Veterans' War Memorial Building 

and Annual August Dinner. 

SEP 6 Officers’ Meeting 1200 hrs, Room 104, Veterans' War Memorial Building  

18 Post Meeting 1900 hrs, Room 202, Veterans' War Memorial Building  

27 2nd Fort Miley ñCare Packageò Project 

OCT 4 Officers’ Meeting 1200 hrs, Room 104, Veterans' War Memorial Building  

16 Post Meeting 1900 hrs, Room 202, Veterans' War Memorial Building  

NOV 1 Officers’ Meeting 1200 hrs, Room 104, Veterans' War Memorial Building  

20 Post Meeting 1900 hrs, Room 202, Veterans' War Memorial Building  

DEC  6 Officers’ Meeting 1200 hrs, Room 104, Veterans' War Memorial Building  

18 Annual Holiday Dinner,  1800 hrs, Room 202, Veterans' War Memo-

rial Building  

JAN  3 
2009 

Officers’ Meeting 1200 hrs, Room 104, Veterans' War Memorial Building  

15 Post Meeting 1900 hrs, Room 202, Veterans' War Memorial Building  

For a more accurate, up-to-the-minute calendar and event information and special 
announcements, please check our website. 

mander said he would look into it.  

§Several other minor matters were men-

tioned, but out of earshot of the mikes.  

§At this point, the tape ran out. The 

Commander called for the Colors to be 

retired. 

§A motion was made to adjourn the 

meeting. Meeting adjourned at 2052 hrs. 

mailto:postnews@post448.org
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LGBT Night with the Giants  

7:00 PM, Friday, 25 July 2008  

Giants vs. Diamondbacks  

We have a number of tickets for this event, so get them now! 

Seating is in Lower Box Section 130 (left field side) 

Price: $42.50 per ticket. 

Includes: 

Pre-game party and one drink! 

For tickets, contact Ernie “Flakey” Gaudreau 

At postnews@post448.org or call 

415.202.0848 

ÎÎÎTickets are available now! ÎÎÎ 

Friday is Orange  night at the ballpark,  

so donõt forget to wear your orange 

and American Legion cap!  

mailto:postnews@post448.org?subject=Baseball%20Reservations

